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as ai systems continue to impact society and 
citizens, national AI strategies are attempting 
to capture economic prosperity and remain 
competitive in the 21st century. In the world of 
AI, keywords such as algorithms, automation 
and big data are increasingly becoming com-
monplace. They are primarily driven by an AI 
resurgence in the private sector that has seeped 
into all aspects of society.

this chapter analyses the Czech Republic’s 
National Artificial Intelligence Strategy (NAIS), 
published in May 2019,  and how or to what 
extent the strategy is influenced by the European 
Union’s approach on “trustworthy AI”. This 
notion is emanating from the appointment of 
the High-Level Expert Group on AI (AI HLEG) 
and its key publications, primarily the Ethics 
Guidelines for Trustworthy AI. Specifically, the 
seven key requirements for the realisation of 
trustworthy AI, found in the Ethics guidelines, 
as well as other documents including similar 
notions, from the OECD AI Policy Observatory1 
and European Commission’s AI Watch2, are here 
part of the analytical foundation. 

as concluded in this chapter, the NAIS – 
being published in the month after the Ethics 
guidelines – has not explicitly linked the seven 
key requirements, but can be seen in light of the 
preceding European AI strategy (April 2018) 
that is echoed in the Communication from 

1 OECD (2020). 
2 AI Watch (2020). 

April 2019. The Communication puts forward a 
human-centric approach to AI, whereby “AI is 
not an end in itself, but a tool that has to serve 
people with the ultimate aim of increasing human 
well-being”.3 The NAIS encompasses nearly all 
aspects indirectly with the aim of improving the 
country’s economic growth and competitiveness 
in AI by creating favourable policy conditions. 

the nais provides a list of tools and tasks and the 
main coordinating role is assigned to the  Ministry 
of Industry and Trade with the aim that the strat-
egy is to be continually reviewed, on a yearly basis, 
with reports on the fulfilment of objectives and 
proposals to revise objectives and instruments. 

as the strategy takes shape, an AI Committee 
has been established to supervise its implemen-
tation. The strategy is compatible with previous 
industry policy documents such as  Industry 4.0 
(Průmysl 4.0), a national initiative that aimed 
at maintaining and enhancing the competitive-
ness of the Czech Republic in the wake of the 
so-called Fourth Industrial Revolution.4 More 
importantly, the NAIS is explicitly referring 
to the official EU strategies, while significant 
salience is also given to the national Innovation 
Strategy of the Czech Republic 2019–2030, as the 
stated intent is to complement and expand upon 
it, alongside the similarly important government 
strategy Digital Economy and Society. 

3 European Commission (2019).
4 Digital Transformation Monitor (2017).
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