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The aim of this chapter is to analyse the extent 
to which the Norwegian National Strategy for 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has been influenced 
by the European Commission’s approach to AI 
as articulated through the Commission’s High 
Level Expert Group on Artificial Intelligence 
(AI HLEG) as well as the Commissions coor-
dinated plan on AI from 2018.1 Drawing on an 
in-depth systematic analysis of the strategy as 
well as interviews with key government officials, 
we conclude that the national strategy largely 
follows the European approach to AI. This is the 
case in terms of general narrative; as a tech-op-
timist and future oriented strategy focusing 
on the potentials of AI technology situated in 
a Norwegian context. The strategy also draws 
largely on the Commission’s approach concern-
ing the definition and conceptualisation of AI 

1 A month after the publication of the Norwegian National 
Strategy in January the EU Commission published a 
White Paper on AI in February. Due to the White Paper 
being published after the Strategy, this chapter does not 
consider the White Paper as a potential influential force 
on the national strategy.

technologies and adopts the policy-construct of 
“Trustworthy AI”, dedicating an entire sec-
tion on how the principles promoted by the AI 
HLEG is going to be implemented in Norway. 
Word queries conducted also show a degree 
of “discursive similarity” to the European 
approach unmatched by any of the other Nordic 
countries. Interviewees confirm the fact that 
the strategy has been created by “order” of 
the Commission and includes the areas that 
the Commission wants covered. The findings 
are perhaps surprising since Norway is not 
an official EU member but unsurprising for 
scholars of Norway’s relationship to the EU: 
the Norwegian government has a long history 
of working closely with Brussels policymakers. 
This highlights how the European Commission 
has agenda-setting powers both within the EU 
and towards associated countries. 
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